Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internat Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or
+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
+ are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
= have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2023/24

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
» Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
« Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2024,

4_ An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, bul which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2024, Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

» the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024

» an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting staterments
= notfification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Sectien 3 — External Auditor Report

and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2024 authorities must publish:

« Natice of the pericd for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

= Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24, approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24, approved and signed. page 5

Not later than 30 Septermber 2024 authorities must publish:

» Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. it
is recommended as best practice, lo avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
partles that you also publish the Annual Internal Audlt Report page 3.

for e complete hsr of bodies thal { may be smaller authonties refer to schedu!e 2 {o the Local Audit and Accoun!abm!y Act 2014
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of

B i ~ NORTHAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL 5

A

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal coentrol, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

| 'i We have put in place arrangements fur effactive financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
tha accounting statements.

Agrecd

KNe*®

Yes means Inatl

prepared its accounling statements in accordance
wilh the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. Wa maintained an adequate system of internal contral
including measures designed o prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed ils effectivenass

3. We took all reasonable sleps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
nen-compliance with laws, regutations and Proper
Practices thal could have 8 significant financial effect
on the ability of this authonity 10 conduct its
business or manage its Bnances.

i

0| made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
.| its charga

| has only done what if has the Jegal power to do and has
| complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

for safeguarding the public money and resources in

4. We provided proper opportunily during the year for
the exercise of electors’ righis In accordance with the
_requwemenls or 1he Acoounts and Audit Regulations

during the year gave all persons inlerested the opporiunity to
| inspect and ask quastions aboul this authority’s accounts.

o-':

. We carmied oul an assessment of tha risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the intraduction of inlernal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audil of the accounting
racords and control syslans

considered and documented the financial and otherhri's-!}s'ﬁt_
faces and dealt with them properly,

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
conirofs and proceduras, lo give an objective view on whether
internal controls maet the needs of this smaller suthority.

. We look appropriate ackon on all matters raised
in reports from inlemal and external audit

- |

8. We considered whether any liligation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the yaar-end, have a financial impact on
this aulhority and. where appropriate. have included them
in tha accounting statamants

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charilable. In our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accourntabilily
respansibiities for the fund(s)/assets. including
financial reporting and. if required. independent

examination or audi

f disclosed & everyrhmg it shoufd have aboul Jrs busmess acuw!y

i end if relovan!

responded lo matters brought to its attention by infemal and
external audnr

during the year including events laking place affer the year

has mel all of J:s responsrbn'mes where. as a body
corporale. il is @ sole mansging trusiee of 2 local
trust or frusts

*Please provide expianations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on

23/0s[ 2024
and recordeci as minute referenoe

\3

'.https:ilvéww,noq&t;amptontpwncouhdl.go'v;ukl

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given

Charr

Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

NORTHAMPTON-TOWN.COUNCIL

31 March
2024
£

Notes and guidance

Ptense round alf igures to nearest L1, Do not foave any
hoxes blank and raport £0 or Ml balances. All figures must
agrae 10 underlying inancizi records

1. Balances brought i 2 Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 1,158,435 2,003,626| as recorded in the financial records. Vaiue must agree to
; | Bax 7 of previous year. e
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Tare ' * | Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rales and levias)
Levies 1,793,300| = 1,807,837/ receivad or receivable in the yaar. Exclude any grants
ey | ; received
3. (+) Total other receipts i T L " x| Total incorne or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
282,961 248,888| ihe precept or ratesflevies receivad {line 2). Include any
o > grants received
4. (-} Staff costs (et : Tolal expenditure or paymenis made to and on behalf
Ny 1 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
i 399’863 % 498,439 empioyers NI contributions, employers pension
i F contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
oot PR
| 5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and intarest i
| repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any} |
- | |
] S LY |
6. (-} All other payments TR TR AT Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
831,207 | 904,321 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
' * e T sy repayments (line 5).
r — B 0 -
| 7. {=) Balances carried R ": Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 2,003,626 2,657,591| aquat (1+243) - (4+5+6)
TTotaI value of cash and d ; gt .The sum of alt currenr;;ld deposit -bank accounts, cash
short term investmenls 1,974,639 2.672,941/| holdings and short term investments hield as al 31 March ~
vos To agree with bank reconciliation. i
9. Total fixed assets plus i I £ The value of all the properly the authority owns - it is made
long term investments 23,814 74,256 up of ali ifs fixed assets and long lerm wmwestments as at
and assets ‘ ! 31 March
10. Total borrowings i The outslanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans
0 0| from third parlies {including PWLB}

Far Local Councils Only

(including charitabla)

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds

No ’ MNIA |

(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds

The Council, as a body corporale, acts as sole truslee and
s responsible for managing Trust funds or assels,

N/A

The figures in the accounting statemants above
oxclude any Trust ransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting | ! confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:
Return have been prepared on either a receipls and payments v e LT
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 21/ 05 2,02,4’ L
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authonties - a

as recorded in minule reference

Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and prasent fairy
the financial position of this authority

| Signed by Chair of the meeling where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval
Page_S .(ﬁ
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