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ACCOUNTS SUB-COMMITTEE

Monday 9th October 2023 – 11:00 hours

To all Members of the Accounts Sub-Committee:

Cllrs Marriott (Chair), Birch, Hibbert and Purser

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Accounts Sub-Committee to be held in the 
Committee Room at the Town Council’s offices at the Guildhall, Northampton on Monday 9th

October 2023 at 11:00 hours. when the business set out below will be transacted. 

This Sub-Committee meeting is open to the public and press to attend and those attending the 
meeting shall be informed that they may be recorded.  Public participation is in accordance with the 
Town Council’s public participation policy.

Stuart Carter Guildhall
Town Clerk Northampton
3rd October 2023 NN1 1DE

Cc: Electronically to all Members of the Council for information

A G E N D A

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve as correct and give authorisation to sign the minutes of the last Accounts Sub-
Committee held 12th September 2023

4. Revenue Budget 2023/24
To receive the budgetary report for the month ending September 2023 (copy to be 
circulated at the meeting)



5. Payment of Accounts
To approve accounts for payment (schedule of accounts to be circulated at the meeting)

6. Bank reconciliation
Bank reconciliation and supporting documents to be tabled

7. Internal Controls 
Feedback from Cllr Hibbert and Cllr Purser on internal control check carried out 25th

September 2023

8. Risk Register 
Clerk to give a verbal update

9. AGAR 
To inform the sub-committee of the completion of the annual external audit and to note 
their comments

10. Forward Budget
Finance Officer to speak to this

11. Action List

12. Further items for consideration for information only
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Agenda Item 9

Northampton Town Council

Accounts Sub-Committee 

AGAR – report of Town Clerk

Purpose of report: To inform the committee of the completion of the AGAR and inform them of the 
external auditor’s comments

Recommended:  That the sub-committee note the report and the comments

Members will know that the Town Council as part of its auditing process is required to annually 
complete the Annual Governance and Annual Return (AGAR) document. The external auditors are 
appointed by the government as part of a regional process.  

This AGAR process is now complete for the 2022/23 financial year with PKF Littlejohn having singed 
off their part.  The documents have been uploaded to the website and the notice published as per 
the legislation.  

We are pleased to report that the external auditor has raised no causes for concern that the 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have been met, as detailed in section 3 part 2.  

They have raised 2 points, the fact that the earmarked reserves whilst being detailed in the relevant 
agenda reports were not included in the minutes.  This will be rectified in the coming year.

In addition, they raised that the internal auditor was appointed for 2021-23 as minuted by the 
Shadow Council but not the council once it formally started.  This again will be rectified when the 
appointment of the internal auditor will be an agenda item at a future Policy and Finance meeting.  

Sections 1,2 & 3 of the AGAR are attached for reference.  
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Northampton Town Council – NH0267

ow

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit 
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound 
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with 
Proper Practices which:
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2023.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that Section 2, Boxes 11 (a) and (b) in respect of trust funds has been left blank, the smaller authority has confirmed that it does not 
act as sole managing trustee for trust funds, and thus the responses should have been ‘No’ and ‘N/A’ respectively. The smaller authority should 
ensure the AGAR is fully completed in future.

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses in 
relation to details of earmarked reserves not recorded in the minutes, the internal control process and the website requires attention for 
consistency and missing reports. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.

The smaller authority has not provided:
• evidence that on appointment of the internal auditor, it satisfied itself with regard to the competence of the internal auditor and that 

there is a signed letter of engagement in place. We have seen an unsigned version of the engagement letter, but no evidence of the 
council confirming the appointment is recorded in the minutes for the 2022/23 financial year. 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature 27/09/2023Date
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